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o equipment at the refurbished band shell in MacArthur Park. “It took a lot of will — politically,
lish a priority, to take back control of the park for the community,” says City Councilman Ed Reyes.

r Park to strike up the band

'he band shell, at the north-
; corner of the park near 6th
Park View streets, now has
sing rooms and amplified
1stics, as well as ramps for
disabled. It is built like a
ller Hollywood Bowl, said
k Mariscal of the Depart-
t of Recreation and Parks.
'he concert series will kick off
30 p.m. with a ribbon-cutting
mony with Mayor Antonio
raigosa and Colombian folk
ic by La Internacional Sono-
how.
"hirty free concerts — five a
g — are planned for the sum-
season and will conclude
.. 16, said Sharon Yazowski,
utive director of the non-
it Friends of Levitt Pavilion-
Arthur Park.
'he band shell renovation
a joint effort over several
s by the city, the Mortimer
tt Foundation and the
nds of the Levitt Pavilion.
'he foundation, which re-
2d the band shell at Pasa-
2’s Memorial Park in 2003, of-
seed money for band shell
wations around the country.
city covered the renovation

costs, and the Friends of the Lev-
itt Pavilion will pay for the con-
cert series for five years through
donations and funds from the
Levitt Foundation.

Though reconstruction is not
complete, Reyes said organizers
wanted to get the band shell in
operation as soon as possible
while public interest in the proj-
ect had momentum.

After the summer concerts
end, the band shell will close un-
til November. The arch will be re-
inforced and final touches ap-
plied to replicate its 1950s “glory
days”, Mariscal said. At least 50
concerts ayear will be held there.

The park’s original band-
stand was built in 1896, city offi-
cials said. The existing band
shell replaced it in 1957 and was
heavily used for many years,
Reyes said.

But since the 1980s, the city
used the site as a maintenance
facility and storage center until it
was closed around 2000, Reyes
said. Its infrastructure deterio-
rated as wood beams rotted and
stucco chipped.

At the same time, MacArthur
Park area was plagued by drug

deals, prostitution and gang ac-
tivity for years.

Those crimes drove families
away.

“It took a lot of will — politi-
cally, economically and socially
— to reestablish a priority, to
take back control of the park for
the community,” Reyes said.

Renovating the band shell is
only the latest step the city has
taken to clean up the park, Reyes
said. Lights and security cam-
eras have been added to discour-
age crime, and the lake’s water
has been refiltered. Parts of the
dirt landscape will soon be trans-
formed into green turt.

Victoria Ramirez, who has
visited the park since she was 11,
said she planned to take her two
children to the inaugural con-
cert. She hopes the series will
help replace the area’s crime
with culture.

“It’s another place for the
families to go,” said Ramirez, 35,
who lives several blocks from the
park. The band shell “looked nice
back then, but it looks much,
much better now.”
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